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Preface

In 2003, the German foundation “Angels for Children” (Ger. Engel fuer Kinder) was founded by Ingrid
Engel in order to support children and their education in Laos, one of the poorest countries in the world. The
first steps were the establishment and maintenance of three schools in the villages Ban Sikeud and Ban
Phang Heng, nearby the Lao capital Vientiane. Today, more than 1.600 children in two primary schools,
as well as one lower secondary school profit from the foundation’s work through better education, and
thereby better chances for their future.

Since 2015, the foundation has been working closely with the University of Education Karlsruhe
on the further training of the Lao teachers at the schools. In November 2018, as part of this cooperation,
three workshops were organized by the German volunteers and the Lao teachers, together with the Lao
NGO Pum Anh. The workshops took place in the library at Ban Phang Heng primary school and were
attended by more than 30 pupils between the ages of seven and eleven. Under professional guidance, the
children conceived their own stories and wrote them down in Lao. After the editing and translation
processes by Pum Anh, seven stories were selected, which were partly even illustrated by our pupils.
We hope you enjoy reading this unique story! Further information on the foundation can be found on the website
www.engel-fuer-kinder.de/en and the project blog www.thelaosexperience.com
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A snake and a rooster live together. One day, the

snake goes into the forest to look for food.
1
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Suddenly, the snake finds a marble and takes it

home for the rooster to see.
2
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By accident, the snake’s tail touches the marble. It
seems to be a magic marble! Something flies out of

it... The snake and the rooster are very frightened!
3
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A big creature materialises, and the snake and the
rooster ask: “Who are you?” “I am a miracle giant,

you can ask for three wishes”, the creature replies

with a dark voice.
4
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The rooster asks for enough food for the rest of his life.
5
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The snake asks for a peaceful home forever.
6
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The miracle giant gives both to them.
He says: “You have used two of your wishes now.

You have only one wish left.”
7
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Without thinking, the rooster says: “l want to be a tiger.”
The miracle giant says a spell and the rooster turns

into a tiger!
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Many months later, the tiger wants to become a
rooster again. Full of hope, he asks the miracle

giant: “Can you please revoke your spell?”
9
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But the miracle giant replies: “Your 3 wishes are already
finished.” The tiger starts crying, because he wants to
become a rooster again so badly but he cannot. The
moral of this story is that you should appreciate what

you have.
10
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Written by: Ms Anousone Keomoukda

(Ban Phang Heng Primary School): 4/1, 11 years old
e She lives in Sikeud village

e She wants to be a chef and a hairdresser
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¢ He lives in Xaymounkhoun village

e He wants to be an architect and police man
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