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Preface

In 2003, the German foundation “Angels for Children” (Ger. Engel fuer Kinder) was founded by Ingrid Engel in
order to support children and their education in Laos, one of the poorest countries in the world. The first steps were
the establishment and maintenance of three schools in the villages Ban Sikeud and Ban Phang Heng, nearby the Lao
capital Vientiane. Today, more than 1.600 children in two primary schools, as well as one lower secondary school
profit from the foundation’s work through better education, and thereby better chances for their future.

Since 2015, the foundation has been working closely with the University of Education Karlsruhe on the
further training of the Lao teachers at the schools. In November 2018, as part of this cooperation, three workshops were
organized by the German volunteers and the Lao teachers, together with the Lao NGO Pum Anh. The workshops took place
in the library at Ban Phang Heng primary school and were attended by more than 30 pupils between the ages of seven and
eleven. Under professional guidance, the children conceived their own stories and wrote them down in Lao. After the editing
and translation processes by Pum Anh, seven stories were selected, which were partly even illustrated by our pupils.
We hope you enjoy reading this unique story! Further information on the foundation can be found on the website
www.engel-fuer-kinder.de/en and the project blog www.thelaosexperience.com
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There is a group of egrets who live in a big pond.
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Dry season arrives and the water in the pond is getting
lower.
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The egrets in the pond are talking to each other:

“The water is very low and there is no food. We

should leave and look for a new pond.”
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Only the pink egret says: “You can go anywhere, but

| think it will be the same in all the other ponds. |
will not leave this pond”
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2amau w9 low.
All the other egrets leave the pond to look for a

new one with more food.
5



=— >
&

sovTNya98TotuRNduoultUls tetalumey g

'

e JD0oamauasiv.
Only the pink egret keeps his word and does not go
with the others. He would not leave the pond, not even

when the pond dries out and there is no food left to eat.
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Over time the pink egret gets skinnier and skinnier
until he finally dies.
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The moral of this story is: We should consider
the reality of a situation.
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(Ban Phang Heng Primary School):
Written by: Phoudtasone Sengalyn, 5/2, 11y.
» Lives in Phang Heng village
* He wants to become a teacher and an accountant
when he grows up
(Phang Heng Secondary School):
[llustrations by:
1. Maixe Her 4/1, 14 years old (middle)
* She lives in Narsiew village
* She wants to be an architect when she grows up
2. Dokmai Moua 3/4, 14 years old (left)
* She lives in Phonkeo village
* She wants to be a nurse when she grows up
3. Putasone Thepphasouvan 3/1, 13 years old (right)
* She lives in Phonkeo village
* She wants to be a nurse when she grows up
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