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Preface

In 2003, the German foundation “Angels for Children” (Ger. Engel fuer Kinder) was founded by Ingrid
Engel in order to support children and their education in Laos, one of the poorest countries in the world. The
first steps were the establishment and maintenance of three schools in the villages Ban Sikeud and Ban
Phang Heng, nearby the Lao capital Vientiane. Today, more than 1.600 children in two primary schools,
as well as one lower secondary school profit from the foundation’s work through better education, and
thereby better chances for their future.

Since 2015, the foundation has been working closely with the University of Education Karlsruhe
on the further training of the Lao teachers at the schools. In November 2018, as part of this cooperation,
three workshops were organized by the German volunteers and the Lao teachers, together with the Lao
NGO Pum Anh. The workshops took place in the library at Ban Phang Heng primary school and were
attended by more than 30 pupils between the ages of seven and eleven. Under professional guidance, the
children conceived their own stories and wrote them down in Lao. After the editing and translation
processes by Pum Anh, seven stories were selected, which were partly even illustrated by our pupils.
We hope you enjoy reading this unique story! Further information on the foundation can be found on the website
www.engel-fuer-kinder.de/en and the project blog www.thelaosexperience.com
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My father bought a buffalo from Sikeud village.
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My father named the buffalo “Black” because its
skin color is black.
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His horns, eyes and tongue are also black.
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The buffalo has four big legs and sharp hooves.
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Every morning before | go to school | feed my
buffalo with dry hay.
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In the afternoon my father takes him out to eat grass.
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When Black is full, he likes to sleep in the pond.

He breathes noisily: “Hueanhad, Hueanhad!”
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When Black sees a stranger or animal, he

makes a different sound: “Xambo, Xambo!”
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During rice farming season, my father takes him

to plow the field.
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During harvest season, Black helps to carry
the rice to the stable for storage.
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* She wants to be a doctor when she grows up
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