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Preface

In 2003, the German foundation “Angels for Children” (Ger. Engel fuer Kinder) was founded by Ingrid
Engel in order to support children and their education in Laos, one of the poorest countries in the world. The
first steps were the establishment and maintenance of three schools in the villages Ban Sikeud and Ban
Phang Heng, nearby the Lao capital Vientiane. Today, more than 1.600 children in two primary schools,
as well as one lower secondary school profit from the foundation’s work through better education, and
thereby better chances for their future.

Since 2015, the foundation has been working closely with the University of Education Karlsruhe
on the further training of the Lao teachers at the schools. In November 2018, as part of this cooperation,
three workshops were organized by the German volunteers and the Lao teachers, together with the Lao
NGO Pum Anh. The workshops took place in the library at Ban Phang Heng primary school and were
attended by more than 30 pupils between the ages of seven and eleven. Under professional guidance, the
children conceived their own stories and wrote them down in Lao. After the editing and translation
processes by Pum Anh, seven stories were selected, which were partly even illustrated by our pupils.
We hope you enjoy reading this unique story! Further information on the foundation can be found on the website
www.engel-fuer-kinder.de/en and the project blog www.thelaosexperience.com
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Once upon a time there were a brother and a
sister who were very poor. Their parents had
passed away when they were young.
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When their parents were still alive they gave a
drum and a flute to their children.
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One day, the sister and the brother traveled into

the forest to look for a new village to live in.
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When the sun set and it was getting dark, they
could not find their way back. They didn’t know
where to go. “Should we go north or south?”

they wondered. \
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Wild animals saw the sister and the brother
getting lost and took pity on them. They told
them to go north. While they were walking
they saw a snake strangling a civet.
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When the snake crept towards them, the brother
took his drum and hit it strongly. It made a lot of
noise. SO much noise, that it scared the snake
away, who then wriggled back into a tree. All the
other animals praised the children for their

braveness. They led the children out of the forest.
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Before the sister and the brother left the forest,
they told the animals, “We don’t have anything
to give you to say thank you for helping us out of
the forest safely. But we can play ourinstruments
to you”.
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And so they did. The brother played his drum
and the sister played her flute. Their music was
beautiful. All the animals were happy and told
them: “If you need help again, just play the drum

and flute, and we will come to help you anytime!”
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The sister and the brother continued playing
theirinstruments and have not stopped eversince.
Their music is beautiful, and they became very
popular.
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Thelr music has become so popular that they
have even performed in front of millionaires
and at important national events, such as the

Boat Racing Festival and Lao New Year.
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(Ban Phang Heng Primary School):

Written by: Ms Tipukunsone Chantanavong, 5/2, 10 years old
* Lives in Phang Heng village

* She wants to become a teacher and an interpreter in the
future
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(Student at Lao National Art Inst|tute).
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