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Preface

In 2003, the German foundation “Angels for Children” (Ger. Engel fuer Kinder) was founded by Ingrid
Engel in order to support children and their education in Laos, one of the poorest countries in the world. The
first steps were the establishment and maintenance of three schools in the villages Ban Sikeud and Ban
Phang Heng, nearby the Lao capital Vientiane. Today, more than 1.600 children in two primary schools,
as well as one lower secondary school profit from the foundation’s work through better education, and
thereby better chances for their future.

Since 2015, the foundation has been working closely with the University of Education Karlsruhe
on the further training of the Lao teachers at the schools. In November 2018, as part of this cooperation,
three workshops were organized by the German volunteers and the Lao teachers, together with the Lao
NGO Pum Anh. The workshops took place in the library at Ban Phang Heng primary school and were
attended by more than 30 pupils between the ages of seven and eleven. Under professional guidance, the
children conceived their own stories and wrote them down in Lao. After the editing and translation
processes by Pum Anh, seven stories were selected, which were partly even illustrated by our pupils.
We hope you enjoy reading this unique story! Further information on the foundation can be found on the website
www.engel-fuer-kinder.de/en and the project blog www.thelaosexperience.com



E W - ‘ g b e
cQ o 2

Laduﬂgﬁanumwﬂ@ﬁgm‘tgsgqujﬁﬂmcaigzﬁlg 290
Bogynly cnéuludau s anffueama tat Ee9
Qgﬁb.

Once upon a time there was an orphan boy who
lived in a village. He worked for people in exchange
for food and clothes.
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One day, the orphan went to a nearby river to
take a rest. All of a sudden, he woke up because
he heard somebody shout: “Help! Help! Help
me!” When he looked up, he saw a sinking boat
in the river.
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The orphan showed a lot of courage by jumping
into the river to help the sinking boat, but he
did not see anyone. “What is happening?” he

wondered. “There is no one on the boat!”
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Many times, he dived into the river, but he

couldn’t find anyone. Finally, he steered the
boat to the shore.
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At night, when the orphan was sleeping, a god
appeared in his dream. He told the orphan: “Take
the boat towards the southeast to find a jar of

gold. It is buried under a tree.”
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The next morning, the orphan followed his dream.
He hurried towards the southeast through the

evening, until he was very tired.
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He left the boat on the shore while looking for
something to eat. On the way, he met a friendly
family who gave him food. They said: “Please

take a rest before you travel again.”
7
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The family had a beautiful daughter, and the
orphan fell in love with her. Her parents accepted

him, and the orphan and the girl got married.
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Many months passed, but the orphan kept
thinking about the jar of gold. He persuaded his

wife to look for the jar of gold with him.
9
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The next morning, the orphan and his wife took
the boat towards the southeast one more time.
On the way, they faced high waves, which soon

turned into a storm. Still, they kept trying.
10
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Eventually they reached the place that the
orphan had dreamt of. The orphan dug into the
ground, but he could not find the jar. He was very

disappointed.
11
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That night, the god visited the orphan in his
dream again. Again, he told the orphan: “The
jar of gold is under the ground. Please settle

down and work here.”
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The orphan and his wife cut all the grass, but
they did not find anything. They cried and cried...
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The next morning, the orphan went out to
collect wood to build a hut. Together with his
wife, he planted fruit trees and started farming

chicken and pigs.
14

~




maodaauty n2U022JWINEIMYOUTUYU
WoNESatOUa SNty K aoan‘cUmeJeJ“ZlJ
cuagtso?mwamaﬂsgu tr Jgudaayagqunag
(Ju 0.
A few years passed. The orphan and his wife now
made a lot of money. By selling their products,

they became a rich family.
15
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In the end, the couple understood that they
were successful thanks to their own efforts.
“Thank you so much, my magical boat”, said

the orphan.
16
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(Ban Phang Heng Primary School):

Written by: Mr Vilaphon Khampasong, 5/2, 10 years old

» Lives in Sikeud village

» He wants to become a football player and soldier when he
grows up
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[llustrations by: Mr Vithu Saenthone, 25 years old
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